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Long Bio 
 

Ben Finley is a Canadian Composer-Performer based in Los Angeles. His primary instruments are 
the Double Bass and the Electric Bass in alternate tunings. He is interested in exploring 
improvisation and multi-stylistic compositional models for original ensembles.  

 
Ben leads several ensembles in the United States and Canada, such as Ben and Kat, a duo of bass 

and voice with effects. Ben and Kat have recorded at the historic Capitol Records and have performed 
at the iconic Troubadour. Ben also leads a chamber music collective called Weaving Locus that 
recently presented an original suite of music called “Autopoietic Poetry” at the International Society 
of Improvising Musicians. He was a performer in the internationally acclaimed production Hopscotch 
the Opera by The Industry, a nonlinear mobile opera where audience members were driven to different 
locations in Los Angeles. In 2016, Ben performed in the world premiere of a previously undiscovered 
John Cage composition called a “All Sides of the Small Stone for Erik Satie and (Secretly Given to Jim 
Tenney as a Koan)” at REDCAT which gained attention from the Los Angeles Times. Ben has performed 
in a variety of ensembles at internationally renowned venues like the National Arts Center in Ottawa, 
the Rex Hotel in Toronto, Spectrum in New York, the Blue Whale in Los Angeles and the Kapfenburg 
Castle in Germany. He also performs with local ensembles in Los Angeles like Stray Dog Song, 
Treehouse Band, Tetherball and various other chamber groups.  

 
Ben collaborates with many forms of art making including dance, where he has worked with 

renowned site-specific choreographer Heidi Duckler, and theater, where he has performed as the lead 
role of Garcin in a musical adaptation of Jean-Paul Sartre’s No Exit. His film composition with Nick 
D’Agostino of Pox Films on Ring Around the Mulberry Bush has been shown around the world, won the 
Best Film at the ASIFA East New York Film Festival, and was chosen as a Vimeo Staff Pick. Ben is also 
interested in expanding the technical possibilities of the electric bass and is commissioning luthier 
Eric Blimkie of Euphoric Guitars with the challenge of creating a new fan fretted, multi-tunable, 
motion sensitive, creatively amplified wood and carbon fibre instrument to trigger effects and 
accommodate multiple tuning practices.  

 
He completed his Master’s at the California Institute of the Arts in Performance and Composition 

and his Bachelor's at the University of Toronto studying Double Bass Performance, Jazz Performance 
and Philosophy, where he was awarded the Marcy Alice Stuart Scholarship for exceptional 
performance abilities. As an educator, Ben has taught Masterclasses at the University of Reno and 
the California Institute of the Arts, and has served as a Double Bass coach for the Youth Orchestra of 
Los Angeles and Esperanza Azteca. 

 
He has had the opportunity to study with an incredible array of teachers including Joel 

Quarrington (Principal Bass of the London Symphony Orchestra), Matthew Macdonald (Principal Bass 
of the Berlin Philharmonic), Ed Tait (Associate Principal of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra), Darek 
Oles, Dave Young, Joe Labarbera, Michael Pisaro and Vinny Golia. He also studied at the Banff 
International Workshop in Jazz and Creative Music with Vijay Iyer, Wadada Leo Smith, Ben Monder 
and Esperanza Spalding. 



 
His compositions and performances search for inclusive connections across boundaries to 

create peaceful and profound public environments. Drawing from a wide reach of influences, 
including comparative contemplative practices, philosophy, community practices and a keen 
environmental awareness, Ben’s compositions feature disparate stylistic forms expressed through a 
variety of instrumentations. This includes writing for solo bass, electronic duos, choirs, electric string 
quartets and full orchestra. In 2016, Ben was awarded the Donald Draper Residency that gave seed 
money to support the creation of a record label that pursues this inclusivity and breadth by making 
albums that enhance the performer-listener interaction through collaborative physical-digital 
notebooks. 

 
Ben is currently working on 6 albums for release in 2017/2018 from Ben and Kat, Weaving Locus, 

Apt heavens, a duo of viola and electric bass, Pluto Theremin, a solo bass and voice project, Desert 
Quill Quartet, a quartet of musicians from all over North America, and a chorale album in 
collaboration with writer Amanda Choo Quan and artists from Toronto, Los Angeles and Trinidad.  

 
 
Short Bio 
 

Ben Finley grew up on a music farm in Ontario, Canada and now plays the bass, composes, and 
writes. He is interested in exploring improvisation and multi-stylistic compositional models for 
original ensembles. Ben is also interested in the lifetime pursuit of attuned bass playing which he 
explores in acoustic and electric environments through his primary instruments: the double bass 
and the electric bass tuned in 5ths and other alternate tunings. He is involved with a multitude of 
projects in Toronto and Los Angeles and is currently working on several upcoming album releases of 
original works including a bass and voice duo called Kat and Ben, who have recorded at Capitol 
Records, and a stylistically diverse chamber music collective called Weaving Locus, who presented at 
the International Society of Improvising Musicians in 2016. Ben also enjoys teaching double bass 
masterclasses at the California Institute of the Arts and with organizations like the Youth Orchestra 
of Los Angeles and Harmony Project. He completed his Masters in the Performer-Composer program 
at the California Institute of the Arts and his undergraduate degree at the University of Toronto in 
Music Performance and Philosophy.  Ben has studied with incredible array of teachers including Joel 
Quarrington (London Symphony Orchestra), Matt Macdonald (Berlin Philharmonic), Ed Tait (Toronto 
Symphony), Darek Oles, Dave Young, Andrew Downing, Oscar Hidalgo, Michael Pisaro, Wolfgang Von 
Schweinitz, Anne LeBaron, Marc Lowenstein and Vinny Golia.  
 


